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Manuscripts & Folklife Archives 
Department of Library Special Collections 
Western Kentucky University 
Bowling Green, KY 42101-1092 
 
Descriptive Inventory 
 
MSS 512  CHERRY, Thomas Crittenden, 1862-1947 
 
4 boxes.  40 folders.  440 items.  1912-1944.  Originals, typescripts, photographs. 
 
1947.17.1 
 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE  
 
 Thomas Crittenden Cherry, the sixth of nine sons of George Washington Cherry and 
Martha Frances Stahl, was born in Warren County, Kentucky on 24 April 1862.  He attended the 
Glasgow Normal School, then taught school in Kentucky, Louisiana, Tennessee and Texas.  In 
1892, he joined his brother Henry Hardin Cherry in the operation of the Southern Normal School 
in Bowling Green, Kentucky.  Cherry married Bessie Swartz, another teacher at the school, in 
1898.  In 1905, he left the Southern Normal School to become superintendent of Bowling Green 
City Schools, a position he held until his retirement in 1937.  Thomas C. Cherry died on 22 July 
1947. 
 
COLLECTION NOTE  
 
 This collection consists mainly of book manuscripts and other writings of Thomas 
Crittenden Cherry.  Material in Boxes 1 and 2 relates principally to Cherry’s book, Kentucky, the 
Pioneer State of the West.  Cherry wrote the book in response to the call among teachers for a 
“worthwhile history of Kentucky”; it was published in 1923 and was adopted by Kentucky’s State 
Textbook Commission.  Boxes 1 and 2 include chapter drafts, as well as Cherry’s 
correspondence (Box 1, Folder 4) with publishers D.C. Heath & Company regarding contractual 
terms, chapter submissions, edits and corrections, maps and illustrations, royalties, sales 
figures, adoption of the book by the state textbook commission, inclusion of an introduction by 
the author Irvin S. Cobb, and the possibility of a trade edition of the book.  Also included in Box 
1 is Cherry’s published supplement to Tarr and McMurry’s New Geographies (Folder 1), and a 
1912 souvenir program for a reunion of Kentucky’s Orphan Brigade (Folder 2). 
 Boxes 3 and 4 contain material, primarily chapter drafts, relating to Cherry’s subsequent 
work The Story of Kentucky, published in 1940.  Also included in Box 4 are monographs, some 
written by Cherry, on various historical topics mainly relating to early American history. 
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SHELF LIST 
 
BOX 1 Thomas Crittenden Cherry –    1912-1935  243 items 
  Miscellaneous; Kentucky, the 
  Pioneer State of the West 
   
Folder 1 Inventory; obituary        3 items 
 
Folder 2 Souvenir program of the Orphan    1912   1 item 
  Brigade, 21st reunion 
 
Folder 3 Kentucky Supplement to Tarr and   1914   1 item 
  McMurry’s New Geographies, by 
  T.C. Cherry 
 
Folder 4 Correspondence, statements concerning 1923-1935  129 items 
  publication and royalties of Kentucky,    
  The Pioneer State of the West 
 
Folder 5 Illustrations for Kentucky, the Pioneer  1923   39 items 
  State of the West 
 
Folder 6 Illustrations for history of Kentucky  n.d.    45 items 
 
Folder 7 Rough draft of The History of Kentucky  n.d.    1 item 
  (original title for Kentucky, the Pioneer 
  State of the West) 
   
Folder 8 Letter from D.C. Heath & Company  1923   5 items 
  and maps for Kentucky, the Pioneer 
  State of the West  
 
Folder 9 Kentucky, the Pioneer State of the West –  1923   2 items 
  Manuscript pages 1-210; book abstract 
 
Folder 10 Kentucky, the Pioneer State of the West –  1923   2 items 
  Manuscript pages 211-291 
 
Folder 11 Notes and suggestions for additions and  1923   1 item 
  revisions for Kentucky, the Pioneer State  
of the West 
 
Folder 12  Draft chapters from Kentucky, the   1923   9 items 
Pioneer State of the West 
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Folder 13 Drafts, illustration list, index for Kentucky, 1923   5 items 
the Pioneer State of the West 
 
 
BOX 2 Kentucky, the Pioneer State of the West 1923   15 items 
   
Folder 1 Manuscript of Kentucky, the Pioneer   1923   3 items 
  State of the West before first printing; 
  maps 
 
Folder 2 Draft chapters of Kentucky, the Pioneer  1923   12 items 
  State of the West (handwritten and typed) 
 
 
BOX 3 The Story of Kentucky    1940   134 items 
 
Folder 1 The Story of Kentucky – Drafts of Chapters  1940   11 items 
  1-4 
 
Folder 2 The Story of Kentucky – Drafts of Chapters  1940   12 items 
  5-8 
 
Folder 3 The Story of Kentucky – Drafts of Chapters 1940   10 items 
  9-11 
 
Folder 4 The Story of Kentucky – Drafts of Chapters  1940   13 items 
  12-16 
 
Folder 5 Rough drafts of Chapters 17-19   1940   11 items 
 
Folder 6 Rough drafts of Chapters 20-23   1940   12 items 
 
Folder 7 Rough drafts of Chapters 24-27   1940   12 items 
 
Folder 8 Rough drafts of Chapters 28-32   1940   12 items 
 
Folder 9 Rough drafts of Chapters 33-39   1940   13 items 
 
Folder 10  Rough drafts of Chapters 40-44   1940   11 items 
 
Folder 11 Rough drafts of Chapters 45-48   1940   7 items 
 
Folder 12 Rough drafts of Chapters 49-51   1940   8 items 
  
Folder 13 Miscellaneous portions of     1940   2 items 
  The Story of Kentucky 
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BOX 4 The Story of Kentucky; Miscellaneous 1926-1944, n.d. 48 items 
  Writing 
 
Folder 1 The Story of Kentucky    1940   1 item 
 
Folder 2 Notes concerning content to the editors  1940   14 items 
  of The Story of Kentucky  
 
Folder 3 Page proofs, The Story of Kentucky  1944   1 item 
   
Folder 4 Articles “Sketches of some early Warren  n.d.   6 items  
  Countains,” “Sketch of the Revolution 
  and Kentucky Pioneers,” and “Kentucky 
  People”; research correspondence 
 
Folder 5 Knowlton’s The Louisiana Purchase;  n.d.   2 items 
  La Louisianne: A Story of the Last Great  
West, by Thomas C. Cherry 
 
Folder 6 “The Forgotten Man”    n.d.   1 item 
 
Folder 7 “The Influence of St. Francis,” sermon by 1926   1 item 
  Howard C. Robbins, Cathedral of St. John 
  the Divine, New York City 
 
Folder 8 “History of the Peace Movement”   n.d.   1 item 
 
Folder 9 “The Mexican Oil Problem,” by T.C. Cherry n.d.   1 item 
 
Folder 10 “The Powder Expedition”; Biographical  n.d.   4 items 
  sketch of Andrew Lynn, Jr. 
 
Folder 11 “Matthew Lyon,” by T.C. Cherry   n.d.   3 items 
 
Folder 12 Printed photographs, postcards, pamphlets 1903-1938, n.d. 13 items 
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BIBLIOGRAPHIC RECORD 
 
MSS CHERRY, Thomas Crittenden,              1912-1944 
512  1862-1947 
 
  Writings of Thomas Crittenden Cherry, a 
 Bowling Green, Kentucky educator.  Includes  
 manuscript drafts of his books Kentucky, the Pioneer 
 State of the West and The Story of Kentucky, as  
 well as other historical monographs.  Also includes 
 correspondence relating to the publication and sales 
 of Kentucky, the Pioneer State of the West. 
  4 boxes.  40 folders.  440 items.  Originals,  
typescripts, photographs. 
  1947.17.1     
 
 
SUBJECT ANALYTICS 
 
Authors – Kentucky 
Authors and publishers – Business records       B1,F4 
Civil War, 1861-1865 – Orphan Brigade – Relating to       B1,F2 
Cobb, Irvin Shrewsbury, 1876-1944 – Relating to       B1,F4 
Frontier and pioneer life       B4,F4,10,12 
Kentucky, the Pioneer State of the West, 1923 – Relating to       B1,F4-13; B2 
Kentucky – History 
Letterheads – Jefferson Davis Home Association, 1923       B1,F4 
Letterheads – Woodrow Wilson Memorial       B1,F4 
Lynn, Andrew, Jr., 1728-1794 – Relating to     B4,F10 
Lyon, Matthew, 1750-1822 – Relating to      B4,F11 
Mexico – Politics – Relating to       B4,F9 
Peace movement         B4,F8 
Pulsifer, William Edmond, 1852-1931 – Correspondence       B1,F4 
Robbins, Howard Chandler, 1876-1952       B4,F7 
Story of Kentucky, 1940 – Relating to      B3; B4,F1-3 
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